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Abstract

Critical and exegetical notes on Ad Diognetum, 1.2 (on the construction of dmodéyopor);
2.3 (read éxdoto eig del Tt kovov puetopepopemuévov); 2.6 (formulate as a ques-
tion); 2.10 (read xaitor neprocdv Nyoduon nheim Aéyewv); 3.3 (read paddov NyeicOon
or Nyol” &v); 3.5 (read <10 pév ydp éotv émpélecbon> v un dvvouévav); 11.5
(discard Lachmann’s <6> cfjuepov).
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I give here some conjectures and observations on passages from pseudo-
Justin’s Epistula ad Diognetum. A new Loeb has recently appeared (Ehrman,
The Apostolic Fathers, 2003); the most recent critical editions are those of
Wengst (1984) and Marrou (19652).

These notes were completed at the Freie Universitit Berlin, January
2006, under the generous auspices of the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation.

1.2 ’Anodéyouai ye tfic tpobupiog oe tadng.

amodéxopot with acc.pers. and gen.rei is extremely rare, and not mentioned
in LS]J, nor in Kiihner-Gerth 1 361-62 (§417, Anm. 10b). It is attested in
Lib. Or. 24.2 Anpobvia 8¢ 1fig uév npoopécemc dnodéxov, which is mis-
represented in LS] s.v. dmodéyopar I 4 a.

2.3 ob npiv § talg éyvoug 100Tmv eig Ty popehv To0Tev EkTunmBival v
EKOOTOV 0DTAV £KGoT® TETL KOl VOVT petopepop@ouévovs
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g€koiotov Maran : €kootog A €11 xal viv] eikdlewv Lachmann £koctov ovtidv
<Bpowov>  ékdot  <tdv>  Ett kol vOv  petapepopowpévov  Nautin
(-nuévov: -opévav Thierry duce Haus (uepopoopévav))

Maran’s €xaotov for €kaotog is unavoidable. For the impossible €11 kol vov
(worthless translations by editors) I suggest eig et Tt kovov: “before they
by the artisanship of these [artisans] were transformed into the shapes of
these [idols], had not each one of them by each one [of the artisans] been
perpetually transformed into something new?” det (t1) kouvov is a com-
monplace, cf., e.g., PL. Prm. 133a 0bdénote nohoeton Giel Kovov €100C
yuyvouevov, Ph. Plant. 159 texviton mepiepyiog, del Tt kovov xpduo 1
oxfino i druov § yvAov émteryilovteg tolg oicOnoeoty.

2.6 A tobto picelte Xprotiowoie, Gt todtoug oy fyodvtot Beote. 2.7
DUETG Yop oivelv vouilovieg. .. 00 TOAD TAEOV ODTOV KOTOPPOVETTE;

2.6 should be addressed as a question, if the subsequent y&p is to have any
sense (cf. Denniston p. 60, III 1: “yép gives motive for saying that which
has just been said”). “Is that why you hate the Christians, because they do
not believe these to be gods? Is it not true that you, who deem that you
worship them, despise them much more [than the Christians]?” Cf. 5.17
mv aitiav thc &Bpag einelv ol pioodvreg ovk €yovstv. The form of the
question is Socratic: cf. Pl. Euthphr. 10d, Grg. 453d, Sis. 390a.

2.10 &l 8¢ twvi un doxoin kov Tt 1Ko, TepiocOv fryoduot Txol 0T
nhelm Aéyew.

Perhaps xoitol neptocov Nyodpon thetw Aéyewv. koitor — kol 10 through
quasi-assimiliation to the neuter nepiooov, followed by transposition. Cf.
Jul. Heracl.Cyn. 10 el kol 11 noporédewmton mop’ €uod, kaitor vopilm ye
undev évoelv.

3.3 “A yop 1ol dvaicOntolg kol kmeolc mpoceépoviec ol "EAAnveg
dppocvvng Selyuo mopéyovast, 1ol odtot, kobdnep Tpocdeouéve 1@ Oed

Aoylduevol mopéyetv, pmpiov elkoc poAlov Friyotvt &vt, ob BeocéPfeiay.

s 81 g
elkog] elkdtwg Stephanus
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The intimation about what the Jews reasonably ought to think about their
own manner of worship is awkward and anti-climactic. The would-be
Christian, not the Jews, is the object of the mission; and the apologetic
appeal to reason should be directed towards Diognetus, not to the enemies
of Christianity, which are merely presented as bad examples. Cf. 4.5 (on
the Jewish calendar): tig &v BeocePeiog kol ovk dppochvng oAb wAéov
fynoetot 10 detypo; I suggest that yotvt’ v is a corruption of fyeloBou or
fyot Gv: “If the Greeks present a sign of foolishness as they bring offerings
to the mute and to the unaware, it is reasonable to consider it rather as
madness, not piety, when the Jews offer the same things to God, as if believ-
ing him to be in need of it.” The anacoluthon is of a common type (Smyth
§§2148, 3008j). As usual in Pauline tradition, the Jews are presented as
somewhat worse than the heathens, the apologete thus creating a bond
with Diognetus through the positing of a common enemy or object of
despise. The entire strategy collapses if the Jews are suddenly presented as
reasoning subjects, reflecting upon their own ways.

3.5 Ot 8¢ ye Buoiog ad1d 81 afnotog kol kviong kol OAOKOVTOUETOV
gmiteAely 0lduevor. .. o0&V potl dokoDoL SLopépeLy TV £ig TO KOOO TV
oavTV  évdeikvopuévov  @uloTiuioy  T@vV  pn duvopévev  The  Tufig
petalopPavev: 10 08 SOKETV TIVA TOPEYELY TQ UNOEVOG TPOGOEOUEVE.

. ; , , - , \
évdetkvupévov Beurer : -Opevot A : -vuévorg Stephanus t@v pn dvvopévev] to
. . D , NS n
um dvvdpevo Stephanus : Tdv <pev> pn duvouévolg Gebhardt 10 8¢ doxelv tval]
v 8¢ dokovviwv Lachmann 10 8¢ dokelv... mpoodeouéve] del. Otto : post

lacunam in qua e.g. <méprov éotiv HAiBov> ci. Sylburg

A single lacuna is preferable to multiple, comprehensive emendations. I
suggest <10 pev yap €otwv énpédecBon> tov un duvapévov kth. “Those
who perform sacrifices to Him with blood and fat and holocausts. .. seem
to me no better than those who offer the same pious zeal towards dumb
matter. <For this is to lavish care> upon that which cannot partake of the
honours; the other to think that one is providing something to One who
is in need of nothing”. For émpélecBon cf. D.S. 8.1.3 éav émpédlovion tig
10v Bedv Tipfig, X. Smp 6.7, PL. Epin. 988a, D.Chr. 49.7. For the reversed
order of the pév... dé-reference cf. Th. 4.86 dndan yop ednpenel afoylov
t01g ve év afiopott mAeovektiicatl 1 Pla upovel: 10 pev yop ioydog
dwondoet, v N Toxn Edwkev, Enépyetat, 0 8¢ Yvoung d.dikov EntBovAd.
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11.5 o6deion
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uepov viog AoyioBeic.

<0> ofuepov Lachmann

Lachmann’s second 6 before ofuepov is detrimental. The expression refers
to the conception that cfjuepov, today, is eternal with God. Thus the son is
in a mystical sense “ever reckoned today”. So Or. Jo. 1.29.204, on Pss.2:7:
70 Y10 pov €l 60, €yd oNuepov yeyévwnkd oe Aéyeta mpog ovTov VIO 10D
00D, @ el £0T1 10 oNepov- 0Ok Evi Yap Eomépo Beod, yd 8¢ fyoduon St
008¢ Tpwia, GALL O cuumopexTeivoy Tf dyeviTe kol &idie avtod Lof, v’
oVtwg elnwm, xpdvog Muépo €5tlv odT® cNuepov, &v | yeyévvniot O vide,
dpxfg yevéoeme antod oltmg ody evpiokopévng g ovdE g Nuépag. Cf.

Cyr. inc. 696.4-7, Chrys. in Heb. 1x111 55.45-46, 56.21-23 MPG.
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